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Marine Science and the EU 7th Framework Programme (2007-2011)

1. The Marine Board - European Science Foundation (www.esf.org/marine board) welcomes the Commission Communication “Science and Technology, the key to Europe’s future – Guidelines for the future European Union policy to support research” (June 2004 COM(2004) 353 final) as a good starting point for a Europe-wide debate on the rationale, budget, scope and content of the proposed 7th EU Research Framework Programme (2007-2011).

2. The Marine Board, noting that:

· 50% of the European territory is “under the sea”;

· the European seas and oceans play a critical role in earth-ecosystem function;

· the marine resource represents an, as yet, untapped source of wealth;

· marine science and technology and maritime industries can contribute significantly to the achievement of the Lisbon, Gothenburg and Barcelona objectives,

fully supports the view that:

(i) Europe needs to give greater priority to marine research within its Research Framework Programmes;
(ii) the capability of the European Marine Research Community to meet future challenges is  dependent on the  proper focus and organisation of marine research  across the six axes of the 7th Framework Programme.

3. The Marine Board would like to bring to the attention of the Commission and the Member States:
· The Marine Board strategic Reports Integrating Marine Science in Europe (2002) and Navigating the Future – II  (2003)
 which set out a consensus view on the issues to be included in an integrated European Marine Science Plan.
· Integrating Marine Science in Europe deals comprehensively with the issue of European Marine Research Infrastructures, further developed in European Strategy on Marine Infrastructure (2003) prepared for the European Strategy Forum on Research Infrastructure and published by the Academy of Finland.
· The recommendations of the EurOCEAN 2004 Conference (May 2004) and the Galway Declaration
 which call for leadership and vision at a European / Member State level with respect to marine research and its role in achieving the Lisbon, Gothenburg and Barcelona objectives.
· The Norwegian Workshop "The Ocean and future aspects of the European Research Area" (Brussels, June 2004)
 which continued the Galway debate, further elaborating the need for a higher priority to be accorded to marine science in FP7 and proposing that Marine Science be introduced as a Horizontal Initiative with respect to each individual axes of the 7th Framework Programme (in much the same way as each current FP6 Programme is required to allocate 15% of its budget to SMEs).

· The establishment of Marine ERA-NETs, such as MarinERA (pan-European) and BONUS (Baltic Sea), which will lead to enhanced co-ordination of
Member State Marine R&D Programmes.

4. European Marine Science has clearly demonstrated a commitment to a multidisciplinary and co-operative approach to marine science issues and as such provides an ideal pilot to progress the European Research Area concept.

5. The Marine Board, on behalf of its member organisations, welcomes the opportunity to work with the Member State Science Authorities and the Commission to better define and elaborate a marine research component in the 7th Framework Programme.

� www.esf.org/marineboard


�  www.eurocean2004.com


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.eu-norway.org/Forum/premeeting/Meetings.htm" [replace with new website]��http://www.eu-norway.org/Forum/premeeting/Meetings.htm�
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